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Box 242,  

Crowsnest Pass, AB 
 T0K 0E0 

 
 
March 18, 2025 
 
Mr. Brian Jean, Minister of Energy and Minerals, 
324 Legislature Building, 10800 - 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB.  T5K 2B6        minister.energy@gov.ab.ca 
 
Dear Honourable Mr. Jean,  
The Crowsnest Conservation Society wants to register its strong opposition to the Alberta 
Coal Industry Modernization Initiative (CIMI), announced December 20, 2024. We are a 
charitable non-profit group in Southwestern Alberta with a focus on “Valuing and 
connecting people and nature for a healthy future.” The Society has over 200 people as 
members and over 400 monthly newsletter subscribers.  
 
The CIMI does not, as stated, “Protect Alberta’s water.”  Prohibiting “mountaintop removal 
mining” and “open-pit mining” is a moot point when any other type of mining is still 
allowed. The requirement that coal mining will need to be underground or use “highwall 
automated underground mining technologies” will not protect Alberta’s water. All vertical 
and horizontal shafts drilled underground create waste material that must be moved to the 
surface. All mines, including underground ones, also require additional facilities and 
infrastructure on the surface. All of those surface disturbances require removal of forests 
and overburden. Access to those mine sites requires roads for transport of heavy 
machinery and the mined coal product, also removing forest and overburden. This waste 
rock and any additional overburden removed to access the mine site will produce selenium 
and silt that will eventually enter our water courses. Water courses are always, inevitably, 
a^ected. The existing coal leases are on the Eastern Slopes of the Rockies and will 
contaminate the headwaters for the three prairie provinces. 
 
The CIMI also does not comply with the 2021 Coal Policy committee’s recommendations. 
The first recommendation of the Coal Policy Committee stated: 

“The halt on coal activity and exploration on Category 2 lands….should continue 
until specific regional and subregional plans are completed. All Authorizations and 
dispositions for coal activities on Category 3 and 4 lands with were issued after May 
1, 2020 should be paused and do not pertain to an already active coal mine or 
advanced coal project, should be paused until specific regional and subregional 
plans are completed.” 
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Therefore, this CIMI also undermines existing legislation, namely the Alberta Land 
Stewardship Act (ALSA). A ten-year review of the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan (SSRP) 
is in process, with a focus of balancing environmental and economic goals for the whole 
watershed that covers most of Southern Alberta. The public consultation just ended in 
December 2024. The CIMI has been announced without waiting for the results of the SSRP 
review and now compromises the results of that review.  
 
The intent of the government to work only with industry to formulate the details for this new 
policy also increases the likelihood of patronage or concessions to corporate goals of 
industry. These concessions would diminish the importance of environmental issues and 
the concerns of the 24,425 people that responded to the Coal Policy Committee’s 
consultations. Those respondents ranked “the environmental e^ects of coal development” 
and “if and where coal development takes place” as the most important coal policy issues. 
The majority of these people expressed concerns about coal exploration and development 
and said there are areas in Alberta not appropriate for coal development.  
 
In conclusion, the Crowsnest Conservation Society Board of Directors is very concerned 
about the long-term impact of this “Coal Industry Modernization Initiative.” We believe that 
short-term economic priorities are being traded for largely negative e^ects on the water 
and landscape that will prevent future generations of Albertans from understanding or 
knowing or experiencing the wonderful unmined landscapes of the Eastern Slopes. 
 
Sincerely, Brenda Davison, President,  
Board of Directors 
 
Cc.  Premier Danielle Smith: premier@gov.ab.ca 
 Sarah Elmeligi, MLA:   ban^.kananaskis@assembly.ab.ca 
 Naheed Nenshi:   info@albertandp.ca 
 Alberta Wilderness Association:  awa@abwild.ca 
 CPAWS South:   infoSAB@cpaws.org 
 Yellowstone to Yukon:    jodi@y2y.net 
  

mailto:premier@gov.ab.ca
mailto:banff.kananaskis@assembly.ab.ca
mailto:info@albertandp.ca
mailto:awa@abwild.ca
mailto:infoSAB@cpaws.org

