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March 18, 2025

Mr. Joseph Schow, Minister of Parks and Environment,
103 Legislature Building, 10800 - 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB. T5K 2B6 ts.minister@gov.ab.ca

Dear Honourable Mr. Schow,

The Crowsnest Conservation Society wants to register its strong opposition to Bill 35, the
All-Season Resorts Act, passed in December 2024. We are a charitable non-profit group in
Southwestern Alberta with a focus on “Valuing and connecting people and nature fora
healthy future.” The Society has over 200 people as members and over 400 monthly
newsletter subscribers.

The Minister of Tourism and Sport has been given the authority to delist and remove
‘protected area’ designations within Provincial Parks and Provincial Recreation Areas to
create ‘All-Season Resort Zones.” The Minister also has authority to exempt tourism
developmentin ‘these zones from the normal environmental land-use planning, review,
and approval (permitting) processes that are applied to all other public land use activities.

The creation of a new regulator inside the Tourism and Development Department for this
purpose will be an inefficient use of taxpayer dollars. The expertise and staff positions in
environmental assessments, land use planning, and Indigenous engagement already exist
in other departments of the Alberta government.

These Ministerial powers are in direct opposition to and undermine existing legislation; the
Alberta Land Stewardship Act (ALSA) and the Environmental Protection and Enhancement
Act (EPA). These decisions can amend a Regional Land Use Plan without consultation or
reporting. They will not be subject to review by the Alberta Natural Resources Conservation
Board, the body responsible for public interest reviews of major natural resource projects.

The major purpose of the ‘Protected’ designation is to preserve a particularly sensitive
landscape from development, to support biodiversity and ensure it is preserved in its
natural state for future generations. The lack of any environmental review or any limitations
on the scope of development is in direct contradiction to the government’s statement that
it will “balance” protection of the environment with jobs and economic opportunities for
rural areas.

Preservation of biodiversity and health of animals, birds, and landscapes requires sensitive
assessment of the hundreds of micro-zones in our province. For example, noise alone is
correlated with reduced sizes of bird hatches. Previous interference with water courses
has had disastrous consequences for endangered fish species. Climate change is already
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affecting the quality and quantity of water in our headwaters and downstream populations
and agriculture. On the Eastern Slopes of the Rockies, wildlife movement has been
squeezed into a very narrow north-south corridor that may not survive further interference.
About 70 kilometers of that corridor is still land unprotected from development.

Alberta is already behind in its goal of preserving 30% of its land by 2030. If large tracts of
land to build ‘All- Season Resorts’ are removed inside existing protected areas, more
undeveloped land without mining or forestry leases must be found to meet the 30%
target.

The Minister can now grant private developers of projects in a designated ‘All-Season
Resort Zone’ a commercial lease on Crown land for a 99-year term. These projects have no
size limits. The resorts must offer activities, services, and amenities year-round, with
accommodation on site. There is no guarantee that public access to Crown land would be
maintained even though Crown Land belongs to all Albertans.

We have not heard of any consultation with rural or Indigenous communities about this
act, in direct contradiction to the Premier’s stated commitments to consultation. The
implications of development could have serious consequences for the populations close
to these ‘All-Season Resort Zones.” Many people who live in these communities moved
there or have stayed there because of access to the natural environment and the non-
motorized trails and recreational activities that do minimal harm to land and wildlife. These
Albertans may be strongly opposed to developments that interfere with their quiet
enjoyment of the natural landscape.

In conclusion, the Crowsnest Conservation Society Board of Directors is very concerned
about the long-term impact of this ‘All-Seasons Resorts Act.” We believe that short-term
economic priorities are being traded for the access of future generations of Albertans to

preserved natural environments.

Sincerely, Brenda Davison, President,
Board of Directors

Cc. Premier Danielle Smith: premier@gov.ab.ca
Chelsae Petrovic, MLA: livingstone.macleod@assembly.ab.ca
Sarah Elmeligi, MLA: banff.kananaskis@assembly.ab.ca
Naheed Nenshi: feedback@albertandp.ca
Alberta Wilderness Association: awa@abwild.ca
CPAWS South: infoSAB@cpaws.org

Yellowstone to Yukon: jodi@y2y.net
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