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February 17, 2025

Mr. Todd Loewen, Minister of Forestry,

324 Legislature Building, 10800 — 97 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6
Minister.forestry@gov.ab.ca

Dear Mr. Loewen,

The Crowsnest Conservation Society wants to register its strong opposition to your
decision to lift limits on trapping and harvesting wildlife such as wolverines, lynx, river
otters, fishers, and grizzly bears. We are a charitable non-profit group in Southwestern
Alberta with a focus on “Valuing and connecting people and nature for a healthy future.”
The Society has over 200 people as members and over 400 monthly newsletter
subscribers.

All recent research done on wildlife points to the fact that humans are impacting other
species ability to survive. The WWF did a wide-reaching study in 1970 and then again in
2021 and found that for every 100 animals found in 1970, there were only 30 counted in
2021.

*https://lwww.worldwildlife.org/press-releases/catastrophic-73-decline-in-the-average-
size-of-global-wildlife-populations-in-just-50-years-reveals-a-system-in-peril

The United Nations website says, “The planet is experiencing a dangerous decline in
nature as a result of human activity. It is experiencing its largest loss of life since the
dinosaurs. One million plant and animal species are now threatened with extinction,
many within decades”

We believe that wildlife in Alberta needs more protection — not less. Animals like
wolverines and grizzly bears used to roam to as far east as the Saskatchewan border in
SW Alberta. Now, they have been pushed off the prairies and their only toehold for
existence is in the public land of the Eastern Slopes which is a scant 20 kilometers wide
in the Livingstone area.

We believe that it is counter intuitive to figure out whether wolverines are endangered
by allowing them to be killed and then counting how many have died. Studies already
done suggest that the populations of wolverines and grizzlies in Alberta is around 1000.


mailto:Minister.forestry@gov.ab.ca

If that is accurate, then the number is very small and may lead to inbreeding issues and
downward spirals of numbers.

We believe that killing wildlife as a way to establish their numbers is a reckless and
shortsighted approach. If they are endangered, then you will have lost the genetics of all
the animals that have been culled and further endangered them.

What we believe is that you should hire some researchers who are knowledgeable and
capable and take their advice. If they prove that the population of an animal is healthy
and sustainable, then the government would be in a position to manage them properly.

Thank you for your time and attention,
Brenda Davison, President Crowsnest Conservation Society

Cc. Premier Danielle Smith: premier@gov.ab.ca
Sarah Elmeligi, MLA: banff.kananaskis@assembly.ab.ca
Naheed Nenshi: info@albertandp.ca
Alberta Wilderness Association: awa@abwild.ca
CPAWS South: infoSAB@cpaws.org
Yellowstone to Yukon: jodi@y2y.net
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